The link
SILENCE, REVISITED:
“DO YOU WANT TO GO AWAY AS WELL?”

Dear saints in our risen Lord,
A few years ago I shared my thoughts about the movie “Silence,” in which two Catholic
missionaries go to Japan and are faced with the choice between apostatizing (renouncing the Faith) or watching as their fellow believers are tortured. All they had to do was
put their foot on a crucifix, and it would all be okay. Or would it? Jesus says: “What
does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?” What good is saving
our lives or the lives of others if it means that we lose our soul to hell and Satan?
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At that time, I was still thinking of persecution as something that really only happens
in other countries or something that was still a long way off from taking place in the
U.S. Yeah, we might have some headaches here with government intrusion once in
a while, but no one is dying. No one is being asked to put their foot on a crucifix and
renounce the faith. No one is being burned alive or fed to the lions. I have since begun to abridge this opinion, especially after what we have seen in the last two years:
churches being forced to close; congregational singing forbidden in some states; pastors being arrested for holding in-person worship; and harsh criticism from all sides towards those of us who continued to gather (I will never forget the hate-mail I received
from some anonymous person), and all for the sake of public safety.
Add to this the ever-increasing pressure on churches and Christians
to “get with the times” and change their position on transgenderism and same-sex unions; or the constant push to indoctrinate our
children with ungodly opinions about race and gender in the public
schools; or the policing of free speech by “woke” activists; or the cultural Marxism that is sweeping through our nation like a tidal wave,
making it increasingly risky to speak God’s truth in the public arena
(We might note here the criminal charges that were leveled against
Finnish Lutheran Bishop and Pastor, Rev. Juhana Pohjola).
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when people began falling away from him:
“Do you want to go away as well?” Do you
also want to leave? The question that all of us
need to be asking ourselves, whether we are
young or old, is, “Will I remain with Christ, or
will I go with the world?” One way is easy, the
other hard. And one leads to life, the other to
destruction. To remain with Christ is not the
easy way, but it is the way that leads to life.
And He says, “Those who find it are few.” We
should not be surprised, though it may cause
us pain, to see our brothers in the faith, even
those who are closest to us, forsake Christ and
His Word in the coming years. My fervent hope
is that we will all respond, as Peter did: “Lord,
to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life.”

Sure, no one is telling Christians to put their
foot on a crucifix or else, but they might as
well be. It’s starting to feel a bit lonely, if
you are a Christian who believes that God’s
Word is supreme and that it does not change.
It is especially hurtful to the name of Christ
and all Christians when church bodies like
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) wholeheartedly embrace the prevailing perversions of God’s Word. Here is an
example of a Church that has actually apostatized. They have renounced the faith once
given to the saints. Recently, for example, the
Bishop of the ELCA, Elizabeth Eaton, tweeted the following in response to the leaked
Supreme Court opinion on Roe v. Wade:
“[While] the leaked draft does not represent
the Supreme Court’s ruling in its final form;
nevertheless, it contradicts this church’s
teaching. This church teaches that abortion
and reproductive health care, including contraception, must be legal and accessible.”

The month of June is a special month, and
not because it is “Pride Month.” It is special to
us Lutherans because it was June 25, 1530,
that a few pious and brave souls stood up to
Emperor Charles V and refused to the step on
the crucifix. They refused to forfeit their soul
in order to gain temporal peace and security.
They presented their Confession of Faith in the
presence of those who could have easily taken
their heads. They didn’t care. Neither did Luther when he refused to recant his writings,
though it might have cost him his life. The
Lord made them “loyal, staunch, and true” to
Christ, as one of our hymns puts it (TLH 470:4).

The point is, dear Christians, the Church—our
Church—is going to be in a position where we
will have to make that choice between the
broad and easy way of appeasement or the
hard and narrow way of honoring our Lord
and his word. And it will not be over our doctrine of the Lord’s Supper or Baptism. Neither
the government nor the surrounding culture
cares what we believe about female pastors
or even our position on creation and evolution. It will be at a more fundamental level
than that. It will be a choice between gaining
the world and forfeiting our soul. Our “foot
on the crucifix” moment is already beginning.
Will I, a Christian who believes that man is
male and female, agree to use another person’s “preferred pronouns” so as not to make
waves or respectfully refuse and suffer the
consequences? Will I, a Christian who believes in the immortality of the soul and the
resurrection of the body to everlasting life
sacrifice this, give it up, for the sake of temporal safety, security, and happiness? Will I
place my foot on the crucifix to avoid suffering or discomfort? Are my Lord, my faith, and
my eternal welfare really of so little value to
me?
Our Lord is asking us, in each of the circumstances in which we find ourselves today, the
same question that he asked of his disciples

Dear friends, there are worse things than
death. And there are more important things
than our own peace, comfort, security, safety,
and happiness. Maybe the Lord will use the
powers of this world to bring clarity to us.
Maybe he will use the present darkness to begin sifting the wheat from the chaff and to purify the faithful, “as silver tried by fire is pure
from all adulteration” (TLH 260:5). Thus, may
our prayer in this and every generation be:
“Defend Thy truth, O God, and stay
This evil generation;
And from the error of its way
Keep Thine own congregation.
The wicked everywhere abound
And would Thy little flock confound;
But Thou art our Salvation.”
Peace in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Beisel
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Sunday School

resources for home use

Summer Sunday School kicks off on June 5. I am
excited that we’ll all be learning about the life and
times of Moses. Classes will be Prek-3rd with Katie
Thies and 4th-8th grades with me. Students will
not move to their new grade until fall. We plan to
have the students take papers home weekly. Parents: please be sure to use this resource for home
discussions! Memory verses will be encouraged
throughout the summer.

Enemies Within The Church (DVD)
Order: www.enemieswithinthechurch.com
Many American churches have been
influenced by the religion of Cultural Marxism
(social justice, gender identity, racism).
This documentary explains how it happened.
It exposes the false teachings and heralds a
clarion call for Christians to return to the Word
of God for the sake of generations.

Sunday school teacher appreciation will be held
June 12th. The teachers will be recognized at the
end of Divine Service followed by a meal for the
teachers and their families. We know the teachers
will appreciate your expression of gratitude if you
haven’t already spoken with them.

Social Justice Goes to Church
(The New Left in Modern
American Evangelism)
by Jon Harris

VBS will be held August 1-12th in the evening
(time to be announced). Please contact Liz Wieting for more details... or if you would like to help in
some way.
P.S. If you contact me a week ahead of time, I can
provide you with the Sunday school papers for any
Sunday you will be out of town.

Margaret Wosepka

A Word Fitly Spoken
A podcast of our former vicar
Rev. Zelwyn Heide & Rev. Willie Grills
+ other pastors such as Rev. Adam Koontz
who bring the Word to present society.
Issuesetc.org
Todd Wilken interviews those in the
know about current events that
affect the Church.
Agenda Weekly.com (Curtis Bowers)
Keeping Christians alert.

If God Himself be for me
I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me
My foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my head and master,
Befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster
Can drive me from His love?

He canceled my offenses,
Delivered me from death;
He is the Lord who cleanses
My soul from sin through faith.
In Him I can be cheerful,
Courageous on my way;
In Him I am not fearful
Of God’s great Judgment Day.

I build on this foundation,
That Jesus and His blood
Alone are my salvation,
My true, eternal good.
Without Him all that pleases
Is valueless on earth,
The gifts I have from Jesus
Alone have priceless worth.

No danger, thirst, or hunger,
No pain or poverty,
No earthly tyrant’s anger
Shall ever vanquish me.
Though earth should break
asunder,
My fortress You shall be;
No fire or sword or thunder
Shall sever You from me.

LSB 724: 1,2, 4, 8-10
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No angel and no gladness,
No throne, no pomp, no show,
No love, no hate, no sadness,
No pain, no depth of woe,
No scheming, no contrivance,
No subtle thing or great
Shall draw me from Your |
guidance
Nor from You separate.
My heart with joy is springing;
I am no longer sad.
My soul is filled with singing;
Your sunshine makes me glad.
The sun that cheers my spirit
Is Jesus Christ, my King;
The heav’n I shall inherit
Makes me rejoice and sing.

Christians in a Woke World
A Bible Study
5d. As an example, review the case of Ohio
State University professor Matthew Mayhew
who wrote an article during the COVID 19 pandemic for Inside Higher Ed touting the virtues
of college football. Mayhew said that bringing
back college football could help diminish the
great “isolation, division, and uncertainty we
are experiencing in this dismal year.” For the
premise that college football could unify society and give people something to smile about,
Mayhew was accosted and accused of racism
and white supremacy, He apologized profusely
for his words saying, “I learned that Black men
putting their bodies on the line for my enjoyment is inspired and maintained by my uninformed and disconnected whiteness.” He went
on to assure enraged students that he is now
undergoing a course of “anti-racist learning.”

(Editor’s Note: Immanuel’s adult Bible class is
studying Christians In A Woke World: A Call to
Courage, Confess and Love written by Rev. Paul
Dare. To understand “wokeism,” a Christian must
first understand the new Marxism, which is often called Cultural Marxism. It is a religion, with
teachings and practice that oppose the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. The following are excerpts
from Lessons 5 and 6.)

LESSON 5:
IS IT TRUE OR IS IT
POLITICALLY CORRECT?
Karl Marx was chronically dishonest in his
use of sources and regularly engaged in the
deliberate distortion of data. . . .Truth didn’t
matter to Marx as much as achieving his
goal of a communist utopia. . . . Coinciding
with Marx’s tradition of agenda-over-truth,
the term “politically correct” came into use
among Communists in the 1930s . . . Whether or not something was true mattered less
than whether or not it advanced the Party’s
interest. . . .

Go back to the definition of “political correctness.” How does this story fit with that
definition? What values did Professor
Mayhew not conform to? The cultural Marxist’s view of college football is that black athletes are used by a white system of oppression
for entertainment, yet less than half of Power
5 Conference players are black. Furthermore,
Black athletes fought for the right to be included in major college sports. However, since
Mayhew didn’t conform to the party line and
was perceived as using his privilege to oppress
the oppressed, consequences followed. Notice
how political correctness shuts down all debate
and discussion.
• What could happen if you don’t apologize and “get in line” when this kind
of offense is given? What examples of
this have you seen or experienced? . . .

5b. The term “political correctness” is derived from the practice of Marxism. At that
time in history, the term was used to describe adherence to the policies and principles of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union. Today, Merriam Webster defines political correctness as “conforming to a belief
that language and practices which could
offend political sensibilities (as in matters of
sex or race) should be eliminated.”
5c. One could make the case that in today’s
world, political correctness could be defined
as succumbing to the pressure to adhere to
factually incorrect statements or thoughts so
as not to offend an oppressed group and face
the risk of consequences.

5f. In Marxism, truth is willingly sacrificed in
order to obtain the goal of an earthly utopia
of equality. Do the ends justify the means?
What can happen when you sacrifice the
truth for an agenda?

Arguably, the dominant political and philosophical thinking of today is Cultural Marxism. As such, any comment, no matter how
innocently it is intended, how true it is, or if
it is even so much as perceived to be against
an oppressed group, is punishable.

5g. By contrast, as Christians, we hold truth
in the highest esteem. We believe the truth is
from God and we are even called to sacrifice
ourselves for telling the truth. Consider God’s
4

call to the Prophet Jeremiah to speak His
Word. Examine to whom Jeremiah was
to speak God’s Word. Do you think there
were consequences for speaking the
truth? Read Jeremiah 1:18.

Marxist utopia where all people are equal requires a societal revolution where the shared
institutions are torn apart. Gramsci concluded Marxism failed because the culture
of Western society was blocking the uprising
that Marx had predicted.

5h. At the same time, consider the words
of Matthew 5:11-12. What is the basis
for “rejoicing” when we suffer for holding to Christ and confessing the truth?
5i. Why is speaking the truth so important according to Jesus in John 14:6?
Who is the only path to Heaven?
5j. Christians throughout the ages have had
to ask themselves, am I willing to risk my
source of income, my comfortable life, a
friendship, my physicial well-being, or soundness of mind for the truth? What are you
willing to sacrifice for the truth?
LESSON SIX:
CRITICAL THEORY IS THE
WEAPON OF CULTURAL MARXISM
In order to truly understand Cultural Marxism, we
must understand its origins
and its aims. Its origins
were with Antonio Gramsci
. . . [who] devoted himself
to political activism and
quickly rose to prominence
in the Italian Communist
party. . . .When Mussolini’s fascist regime came
the biblical
to power in 1922, Gramsci
was regarded as a serious threat to national
stability because communism was considered
a primary ideological enemy of the fascist
regime. Gramsci was arrested in 1926 and
charged with attempting to undermine the
Italian state.

6a. For Gramsci, the question then became,
“how do you convince a society that its institutions are bad?” To accomplish this task,
future Cultural Marxists developed what is
known as Critical Theory. Critical Theory is
social critique which aims at undermining
the status quo, that is, the shared institutions of society, with the hope of overthrowing it. The idea is that if you criticize something enough, whether it is warranted or
not, people will become unhappy with it and
decide something different. It actually took
its starting point from Marx who championed
the idea of a “ruthless critique of everything
existing.” The Goal of Critical Theory is to
wake people to the fact that they are miserable and oppressed so that they will rise
up against “the circumstances that enslave
them.”
6b. Critical Theory is
characterized by an unrelenting criticism of shared
institutions. Some of the
institutions and ideals
that bind society together
are listed below. Consider how much criticism they have faced
in recent times by the
worldview media, academia, and
popular culture and then discuss the
following questions. How are they presented in shows? Healthy or unhealthy?
Positive and desirable or something to
avoid? What are some examples of the
perceived faults or mistakes of these
institutions? Do you believe that they
are treated fairly? If you think they are
treated unfairly, how do you account
for this? Is it an accident?
• Family
• Christianity (the church)
• Acceptance of authority (of any kind)
• Defined roles of men and women
• The importance of personal
responsibility
• Rule of law

truth:

While in prison, Gramsci turned his mind to
the question that haunted classical Marxism:
Why hadn’t Marx’s predictions worked out in
practice? Gramsci believed the answer lay in
the persistence of capitalist ideals embedded
in the institutions of “civil society” (e.g. the
family, the church, the education system)--all
the consensus-creating elements of society.
Family, church, schools, and other shared
institutions hold society together. Creating a
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•
•
•
•

Sexual morals
Patriotism and national unity
Common language
Shared traditions and holidays . . .

6g. By its teachings, Christianity binds people
together with a shared faith and shared morals, providing comfort and stability. Conversely, all forms of Marxism must divide people
and pit them against each other to bring
about the revolution that ushers in an earthly
utopia. . . .

6d. Gramsci believed that above all, Christianity must be replaced by socialism. Gramsci wrote in 1916: “Socialism is precisely the
religion that must overwhelm Christianity.
[It is a] religion in the sense that it too is a
faith . . . [and] because it has substituted
for the consciousness of the transcendental
God for trust in man and his best strengths
as the sole spiritual reality.”
• According to Gramsci, the chief obstacle
to a Marxist utopia is Christianity. This
quote also reminds us that Marxism relies
on the goodness of man to succeed.

6i. While Christians do not share Gramsci’s
ideology, we do appreciate his honesty in
stating that the battleground he chose is the
“conscience” of people. Whereas Marx had
no issue with physical violence to achieve his
goal, Gramsci envisioned an intellectual assault on the soul. A Christian is no stranger to
this. What does God call us to do in
Ephesians 6:10-18?
6j. According to
Ephesians 6, who is
our battle against?
What does this
mean? Is our battle
against people or
the ideas that can
lead the soul away
from God?

6e. What is it about
Christianity and
the Church that is
so threatening to
Cultural Marxism?
Which of the institutions and ideals
listed in letter B
does Christianity
address directly?
For instance, does
Christianity present a design for the
family? Do Christians believe in the
rule of law and a
standard of sexual
morals? Read Genesis 2:24; Romans
13:1-2; and
Hebrews 13:4.

6k. Read Romans
12:2a.
• Where do you feel
pressure to conform
to the values of this
world?
6l. How does God
transform and renew our mind? Read
John 17:17 again.
This time focus on
the word “sanctify” which means “to
make holy.”

6f. By Gramsci’s own admission, Christianity and Cultural Marxism battle for the
conscience of people. Christianity and Cultural Marxism are incompatible. Simply put,
Cultural Marxists must convince people that
the unifying cultural institutions, especially
Christianity, are bad for individuals and all of
society.
• Gramsci clearly understood that
Christianity stood in the way of
Marxism; do you think Christians understand the threat Marxist ideology
poses to the church and society?

O Lord, through Your Word, protect us so we
do not conform to this world. Instead, transform and renew our hearts and minds to ever
be faithful to You in word and deed. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Rev. Dare serves as Sr. Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church
in Alexandria, MN. He has been featured on the
national podcast “Issues, Etc.”
Please order Christians In A Woke World for your family
from Amazon.com while it is still available.
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happy
birthday!
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Nadine Schmidt
Christy Brinkley
Emma Nelson
Marla Norem
Ross Norem
James Van Hove
Merle Rieks
Sheryl Roberts
Diane Kapple
Kyle Van Hove
Rebecca Nelson
Michael Irwin
Pat Norem
Harrison Barhite
Erin Patton
Donna Aldinger
Rosie Moats
Kathy Silvest
Troy Warschkow
Jo-Ann Barhite
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anniversary!
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Bruce & Laura Thies
Randy & Stacey Harding
Steve & Sandi Ites
Scott & Margaret Wosepka
Russ & Mindy Rodamaker
Dennis & Joyce Irwin
Dennis & Diane Kappel

GREETERS
5
12
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26

Grant & Jennifer Nelson
family
Shawn & Jessica Moliter
family
Marlyn Hofmeister family
Bruce & Laura Thies

Welcomers

LWML
Assignments
Altar: Mary Jacobson,
Linda Bartlett
Flowers: Mary Jacobson
Coffee: Christy Brinkley
Rebekah Circle
Thursday, June 2, 1:30
Hostess: Floris Beisel
Topic: Ann Hansen
Joy Circle
Thursday, June 2 - 7:00 p.m.
Hostess: Arnelda Knipfel
Topic: Sharon Henson

Steve & Jo-Ann Barhite
Gary & Lori Pommrehn

THRIFTSHOP
ACOLYTES
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12

19
26

Saturday, June 18 - 9:45 a.m.
Sandi Ites, Charisse Off,
Kathy Silvest, Margaret Wosepka
1:00 p.m. Joslyn Lubbers,
Mindy Rodamaker,
Marilyn Venner

Collyn Hofmeister
(acolyte/torch),
Isaac Doering
(acolyte), Will
Hofmeister (Crucifer)
Collin Pieper
(acolyte/torch),
Jack Wieting (acolyte),
Theo Beisel (Crucifer)
Zach Rodamaker
Kyler Patton

We could use more
volunteers!

PLEASE PRAY
FOR OUR HOMEBOUND
& SHUT-IN MEMBERS:

ELDER:
Grant Nelson

VIDEOTAPERS
ALTAR ASSISTANTS
5
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19
26

AnnEllen Hofmeister
Emma Kloetzer
Erica Rodamaker
Allie Off

5
12
19
26

Chris Wieting
Paul Bartlett
Steve Barhite
Scott Wosepka

VIDEO SHOWING

VIRTUAL ORGAN
Blake Pieper
Martin Beisel
Ethan Bartlett

5
12
19
26

Lance Barhite
Gordy Lubbers
Steve Ites
Denny Neubauer

SCENIC MANOR:
Dorothy Barhite
Audrey Fleener
HUBBARD
CARE CENTER
Brad Mumm
503 State St. #313
Hubbard 50122
AT HOME IN
IOWA FALLS:
Gary & Sharon Groff,
Norman & Dorothy Fiddelke

